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It seems like the more the days go by the more and 
more you wish for them to go back. As a senior at Alvin 
High School there are plenty of things to bring you down 
and stress you out. Wouldn’t it be nice to just go back to 
being a kid?

Well this year, on a sunny day,
 a march to the park began. Every 
year a selection of teachers and the 
senior class dress up in amazing hero 
costumes or silly outfits to take a walk 
to the nearby park. At the park the 
kids engage in an intense egg hunt, 
searching for exciting prizes like prom 
tickets or candy. With hours to spare 
they contribute to a friendship ruining, 
pride shrinking game of kickball, 
frisbee, egg tosses, and relay races. 
Andrew Cornelius joined a small game 
of catch with his friends, Bryan Miller, 
Samuel Salinas, and Albert Ortega. 
     “Kid day was totally awesome 
and radical. It was totally the funnest 
day I have had this year,” Andrew 
commented. 

Many kids this year dressed up in 
crazy costumes or cute dresses. Jakob 
Longoria dressed up as Chucky from 

The Rugrats. Samuel Salinas dressed up as the little 
boy from the movie UP.  

“Originally I was going as the little version of me 
but people told me I looked like that kid so I just 
went for it,” Samuel said. 

 Some people didn’t feel the 
need to bring back old memories 
and decided to dress like a kid. 

“Kid day is fun but a costume 
felt like a little too much. Also, 
let’s not forget about the heat,” 
Danielle David said, who wore a 
simple pair of leggings under a 
tutu.

All in all the day was full of 
excitement, fun, and laughing. 
Most seniors claim the playful 
day brought back fond memories 
and many made a few of their 
own. 

“It was tons of fun and I 
really liked it,” Mason Gonzales 
said. 

With this unusual yet exciting 
tradition seniors urge for future 
generations to not only enjoy it 
but to continue to pass it on. 

As the day began, Seniors made 
their way to the auditorium for a 
presentation and then the annual 
costume contest. 

Trophy’s were awarded in many 
categories as seniors took the stage 
dressed in all kinds of amazing 
wardrobe combinations. Many included 
extravagant props as well, including 
motorized scooters and more. 

The First Day of Kindergarten 
Wasn’t This Much Fun by: Kara Miller

Staff Writer

        spring exam schedule
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by: Kara Miller
Staff Writer
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Senior AwArd night
Monday, May 9th
AHS Auditorium
7PM
Mr. Fitzwater
B102

Senior SchlitterbAhn trip 
Wednesday, May 18th
Schitterbahn Galveston
Ms. McGrath, Ms. Flores
Information and permission 
slips in CM216, CM241

grAduAtion prActice
Friday, May 27th
AHS Auditorium 
8AM
Ms. Flores
Information in CM216

grAduAtion
Saturday, May 28th
University of Houston-
Hofheinz Pavilion
3PM
Ms. Flores
Information in CM216
project grAd After pArty
Saturday, May 28th
Fuxplex Houston
12AM-6AM
Ms. Flores
Information in CM216

tueSdAy, MAy 24th
1st period 7:20-8:45(85)(Senior Final)
2nd FINAL 8:51 – 10:16 (85)
3rd period 10:22–10:57(35)
4th period 11:03– 11:38 (35)

A Lunch 11:38 – 12:08
5th period 12:13 – 1:18

5th period 11:44 – 12:13
B Lunch 12:13 – 12:43
5th period 12:49 – 1:18

5th period 11:44 – 12:48
C Lunch 12:48 – 1:18

7th FINAL 1:24 – 2:50 (86)
(Seniors ONLY will take 1st period final
Tuesday, May 24th)

wedneSdAy, MAy 25th
6th period 7:20-8:00 (40)
5th period 8:06- 8:46 (40)
3rd FINAL 8:52- 10:22 (90)
4th FINAL 10:28- 11:58 (90)

Lunch 11:58-12:58
Study Hall 12:58-2:50 (optional)**

thurSdAy, MAy 26th
1st period 7:20-8:00 (40)
2nd period 8:06- 8:46 (40)
5th FINAL 8:52- 10:22 (90)
6th FINAL 10:28- 11:58 (90)

Lunch 11:58-12:58
Study Hall 12:58-2:50 (optional)**

fridAy, MAy 27th: eArly releASe
1st FINAL 7:20-9:20
Homeroom 9:30- 11:30
Buses will depart promptly at 12:00pm.

Seniors will have mandatory graduation 
practice the morning of May 27th.

        spring exam schedule
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         “I say to anyone on       
       the fence about doing it 
next year, just do it, 
                it’s a lot of fun”
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Each year at the pageant  
male contestants compete in 
various categories, based on 
the idea of a beauty pageant, 
where they model outfits and 
also showcase talent. 

The victor of the title for Mr. 
Sting 2016 was a senior who is 
no stranger to the stage. Reese 
Powling, member of the Jacket 
Theatre Company and son of 
Theatre Arts teacher Laurie 
Reese, easily stole the show. He 
and his escort, Alyson Divin also 
won awards for Cutest Couple. 

“I began preparations about 
a week and a half in advance, 
so it was stressful getting 

everything together for each of the 
events. Picking out costumes was 
fun, though,” Powling said. 

Preparing equally entertaining 
material for the night and coming in 
just behind Reese in the runner up 
position was Ian Palmer. 

“I actually won,” Palmer said. 
“Losing is a mind-set. My only 
regret is not taking the trophy from 
Reese.”

Preparation is key in any event 
like this, where contestants are 
expected to compete in so many 
different areas. It takes time to 
collect materials and choreograph 
routines for each category. 

“I’ve been ready for this since 

I was born,” Palmer said. “It was 
just God given talent and me 
being myself that got me that 
title.”

Not everyone went home with 
an award that night, but overall, 
the competitors had fun and made 
memories. Some even battled 
stage fright to get their chance to 
shine for one night. 

“I didn’t win any of the awards 
but I met some new people and 
had a lot of fun,” Nick Hatfield 
said. “The hardest part for me 
was getting the nerve to go up on 
stage, but it was worth it, I say to 
anyone on the fence about next 
year, just do it, it’s a lot of fun.”

Each year senior guys look forward to strutting their stuff on stage at the annual Guy Pageant 
benefiting Project Graduation. This year’s event was affectionately known as Mr. Sting 2016. 
The annual event was held on Saturday February 27th at the auditorium.

2016Mr. S ting 
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Jeremiah Sanchez gets his 
groove on and struts his 
stuff on the dance floor

At the end of the school 
year, most high school’s host 
an important event for all 
juniors and seniors, a prom 
night. Everybody was excited 
to dress up perfectly for this 
night with spectacular tuxedos 
and dresses. 

Voted on by the Senior 
class, this year’s theme was 
‘Masquerade,’ which allowed 
everyone will bring their own 
fancy mask to match the 
theme. 

“The best part for me was 
the theme, since I’m in the 
band and we had marched 
with the masquerade theme 
before in the homecoming 
game,” Melissa Ibanez said. “I 
thought it would be pretty fun 
to do it again, there was lots of 
delicious food and good music 
from the professional DJs.” 

The dance floor stayed 
packed and there were plenty 
of great songs played for all to 
enjoy.

“Prom night was really fun, 
I like the DJ the most, but I 
think they should’ve played 
more slow songs,” Alyssa 
Collier said.

We were lucky to have 
a huge, nice ballroom at 

Galveston Island Convention Center in 
Galveston which can hold up to 1,000 
people all at once.

Ms. Flores, who was in charge of 
planning for prom said that everybody 
had worked hard to make this night be 
memorable as possible for everyone. 

“We took about eight months to 
prepare for this night and I think it 
turned out really well,” said Ms. Flores.

An exciting end to the evening 
came as the prom king and queen 
were announced. There were many 
people nominated, but only one couple 
can get the crown and the votes were 
counted at prom. Congratulations to  
Nick Hernandez and Becca Rodriguez. 

“I was very surprised and excited 
that we won,” said Becca. “It’s cool 
because that’s the memory I’ll always 
have, cheers to the class of 2016.” 

 
Prom Goes

Masquerade
A mysterious night filled with
dancing and memories

StudentS Celebrate Prom In Style
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Expensive shoes lined the floor, tables were littered with purses and forgotten drinks. 
With so many great songs being played and an exciting atmosphere the chairs 
remained fairly lonely as the dance floor stayed packed throughout the night.

StudentS Celebrate Prom In Style
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TOP 10 SENIORS
#1 Shalini Lakshmi 

#2 Kyli Bingham 

#3 Kendall Hertenberger

#4 Valerie Henson

#5 Alyssa Barker
Most Influential Teacher- Kelley Smith
I’m going to college at Texas A&M, College Station
Favorite food- Canes 3 piece combo
Thanks to... My wonderful parents and grandparents

Favorite Quote- “I always wondered why birds stay
in the same place when they can fly anywhere on 
earth, then I ask myself the same question,” -Haruh Yahya
Most Influential Teacher- Michelle Harrold
I’m going to college to be- A disease researcher 
Favorite Memory- Seeing “Wicked” on Broadway in NYC
Thanks to... My parents, my sister, grandparents, and 
Kathryn Griffith

Favorite Quote- “You can’t soar with the eagles if 
you’re running with the chickens,” -Joel Osteen/Slim Thug 
Most Influential Teacher- Teresa Witt (Treesa)
I’m going to college to be... An OB-GYN
My Dream is... To live my life like Kylie Jenner and
move to Paris
Thanks to... My family, coffee, and Spotify

Favorite Quote- “It’s been real, it’s been fun, but it 
hasn’t been real fun,” -Unknown 
Most Influential Educator- Fred Lewis
I’m going to college to be... A Physical Therapist
Favorite food- Enchiladas
Thanks to... My amazing support system

Favorite Quote- “Whatever you are, be a good one,” -Unknown
Most Influential Educator- Ashley Miller
I’m going to college to be... A Chemical Engineer
Favorite food- Lasagna
Favorite Song- Summertime Sadness- Lana Del Rey
Thanks to... My family
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TOP 10 SENIORS
#6 Jena Jones 

#7 Rebecca Rodriguez 

#8 Taylor Horsfall 

#9 Rosemary Gonzales 

#10 Kristen Graham
Favorite Quote- “If we are true to ourselves, we can
not be false to anyone,” -William Shakespeare 
Most Influential Teacher- Chad McWhirter
I’m going to college to be... A computer science
major 
Thanks to... My parents, my older sister, Meagan,
and my best friend, Natalie.

Favorite Quote- “It’s nice to be important, but it’s
more important to be nice,” -Unknown
Most Influential Educator- Donna Ruby
I’m going to college to be... A teacher
Favorite memory from high school- Going to Spain
during the summer of 2015 

Favorite Quote- “We encounter moments where we
can’t see any light around us and that’s because the
light is coming from you. You may not see it, but
everyone else can.” -Unknown
Most Influential Educator- Suzy Buechele
I’m going to college to be... A Biologist
Thanks to...  Chase for creating everyday morning
arguments that I could share publicly to my classes

Favorite Quote- “Ride with me through the journey
of more success”- DJ Khaled  
Most Influential Educator- Carlene Leal
Favorite Memory- One day during my sophomore year I couldn’t
decide on what shoes to wear, so I accidentally went to school
wearing a Sperry shoe on one foot and a yellow Converse on the
other. It was embarrassing but still one of my favorite memories.
Favorite Song- All I Do Is Win- DJ Khaled 

Favorite Quote- “Two things are infinte... the
universe and human stupidity, and I’m not sure about
the universe,” -Albert Einstein  
Most Influential Teacher- Tracy Mathis
I’m going to college to be... A Chemical Engineer
Favorite song- Take It Easy -The Eagles
Thanks to... WolfRam Alpha
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Unless you’ve been living 
under a rock, you’ll know 
that the class of 2016 
won’t be graduating at the 
Memorial Stadium, but at 

the Hofheinz Pavilion at the University 
of Houston. It’s common knowledge 
at this point in the school year, but 
details on the event have been scarce. 
In an effort to answer some questions, 
we asked the Assistant Principals 
about their thoughts.

“The amount of students increases 
every year,” said Mr. Castro, “The 
stadium has just reached it’s capacity.”

Last year, parents began arriving 
three hours prior just to get a 
reasonable parking spot and seat. 

“It’s important to these parents to 
get all the pictures and videos of their 
kid. They only graduate once., said 
Mrs. Taylor.

The conditions for the ceremony 
have, in the past, been difficult due to 
weather. The heat can be bearable for 
most parents, but elderly guests have 
had a difficult time with attending, in 

addition to the challenge of entering 
the stadium due to any disabilities. 
This move will make the ceremony 
more accessible to any family or 
friends who wish to see their senior 
grab that diploma they worked 12 
years for.

Unfortunately, families will have 
to arrange their own transportation 
to the Hofheinz Pavilion. Students, 
however, will all be required to be 
driven by the school to the event.

“This is a safety concern, 
primarily,” Mr. McMahon said. “We 
want to make sure every student 
gets to graduation safe and sound. 
Although, students are allowed 
to leave however they please 
afterwards.”

Now that we know a little more 
about the why, when, and how, it’s 
time to figure out what is required 
of the students in order to make this 
graduation go as well as it always has. 
Ms. Flores gave us the rundown on 
what to expect.

“Graduation practice will be at 

Graduation Moved to Accommodate Renovations 
at Memorial Stadium by: Marcus Nanez

Staff Writer

the high school on May 27th, in the 
cafeteria.” This will be the Friday 
prior to graduation and will take 
place from 8:00 to 9:30. 

“Parents should receive a letter 
regarding parking, graduation 
practice, dress code, transportation, 
and a time line of the event,” Flores 
said. “Students will also receive their 
own information sheet in addition 
to their seat row and column for the 
night.”

Many parents might feel 
disappointed about the broken 
tradition of graduating in their home 
stadium, but Ms. Flores encourages 
everyone to be excited for what new 
traditions can be made.

“I’m from Alvin. My mother 
graduated on the field, I graduated 
on the field, and my son was going 
to graduate on the field.” Flores 
said. “But we shouldn’t let an 
old tradition ruin an event that’s 
meant to be celebrated. These new 
memories will be special, no matter 
where we are.”
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Project 
Graduation 
Promises Fun 
Filled Night

by: Baily Diede
Staff Writer

Graduation is right around the 
corner, and with that comes many 
other memorable senior traditions. 
Most notable of which includes 
Project Graduation, the huge all night 
party for graduating seniors thrown 
by the Project Grad committee and 
participating community members, full 
of free food, drinks, rides, games, and 
much more.

Project Graduation will take place 
on the night of graduation. This year’s 
Project Graduation will be held at 
Funplex in Houston, starting from 
12:00 A.M. on the night of graduation, 
and will last until 6:00 A.M. Seniors 
attending will be asked to arrive at the 
FAC parking lot at 10:00 p.m. where 
the buses will be to take them to the 
event. Once the seniors arrive back at 
the high school  in the morning a 

light breakfast will be provided 
by Whataburger.

Project Graduation is 
definitely not something 
you want to miss if you’re a 
graduating senior. Funplex will 
offer countless 
activities for the 
seniors to fill their 

time with. These activities include go 
karts, skating, bowling, a pool, and 
even unlimited arcade games.

There will be a three hour buffet 
which will include Pizza, wings, 
drinks, as well as many other food 
options. All of this food, and the sodas 
will be included in the Project Grad 
experience. There will, however, be 
extra options that would require you 
to pay, including coffee which could 
be essential for such a late night, so 
remember to bring extra money.

There will be a $10 dollar 
registration fee just so that the Project 
Graduation committee can ensure that 
the 300 student capacity will not be 
exceeded. The $10 will be given back 
to each student at funplex, and can be 
used to purchase anything extra. 

If you plan on going and you or 
your parents did not sign up at the 
Project Graduation meeting last week, 
there is still time. Parent assisted sign 
ups will be held before and after the 
mandatory graduation practice being 
held on May 27.

If all of the activities don’t 
necessarily excite you then the raffle 

definitely should. In the past many 
things have been given away including 
Playstation 4’s, X box’s, Ipods, and 
even Bikes. Project Graduation is a 
great opportunity to pick up many free 
items, that could potentially save you 
money going into college. Many items 
including laptops, gift cards, and much 
more could be given away, so be sure 
to show up.

Of course the memories are the 
best part though. By the time of 
Project Graduation you will now be 
fully graduated seniors, pushed out 
into the world. So why not make the 
best of your last day as a senior. You 
can ride rides, play games, and make 
all kinds of lasting lifelong memories 
with people you may not be seeing 
again.

There is simply no reason not to 
show up. What’s better than an all 
night party with your friends, featuring 
go carts, roller skating, bowling and 
so much more. If not for all of that 
then at least show up for the raffle, 
because nothing beats free. Project 
graduation is bound to be a night full 
of great memories, and will definitely 

be a great way to cap off 
your senior year.
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The Sting serves students, faculty, and the Alvin High School community. 
Editorials express the opinions of the editorial board. All by-lined editorials 
refelct the opinions of the reporters and/or artists. Students, faculty, and 
staff are encouraged to submit material for publication. The Sting, under 
the discretion of hte adviser reserves the right to withhold or edit material 
submitted for publication. The Sting will not print material found to be in poor 
taste or detrimental to ones character. Names may be held upon request. 
Letters may be submitted online through JacketNews.com/Submit-A-Letter/ 
All reporting, typesetting, layout designs, photography, and computer graphics 
designs are created by the journalism and publications classes at Alvin High 
School. 


